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Research Questions 
� How are new social movements such as the 

C.A.S.A. network self-organizing and 
articulating visions and practices on 
alternative paradigms of socio-ecological, 
responsible good lives?  

�  To what extent does the enactment of 
socio-ecological, responsible good lives 
within the C.A.S.A. network lead to 'glocal' 
social learning processes?  



Methodology 

  

�  Participatory Action 
Research (co-researchers) 

�  (Auto)Ethnography  
�  Participatory photography 

and video 
� Activist researcherà 

Performativity 
  



Buen vivir & the good life 

Territorializing 

Bio-centric 
perspective  

Decolonization 
of knowledge 

Intuition, 
sensitivities & 

spirituality Extended 
community of 
relations 



Territo-realities & the Trial of Space  

Economic 
Solidarity 

Food 
Sovereignty 

Extended 
community 

Voluntary 
Simple Life 

Alternatives to modernity  
or  

Modern alternatives?  



1. Experience a good story 

5. Plurality as a driver of change 

Cross-boundary  
transgressive learning 

through optimal 
dissonance 

2. Collective Leadership   

3. Uncertain & organic processes  

4. Using passions and emotions 



People (age, gender , ethnicity, 
cosmologies, religions)  

Beings (fauna, flora, spirits, entities, 
earth elements )  

Knowledge (scientific, local, 
traditional, informal, esoteric)  

Ways of learning (conference, art, 
mambeo, classrooms, 
experiential)  



Dissonance as a transformative fire 

Social learning in times of 
‘wicked’ problems… 

Building emotional ties 
for collaboration 

Flexibility & failure as 
opportunities 

Learning to reframe  
mind sets & habits 

Use of difference, 
collective wisdom 

Critical reflexivity 

Concrete skills for 
collective 
sustainability 



� Must: Environment conducive to dialog + 
reflexivity and flexibility of participants 

� Barriers: rigid ontologies & hierarchies of 
power, human emotional toll 

 



New Social Movements  
up-scaling? Out-scaling? � Bioregional & 

national networks 



� Glocal networks = 
global + local  



� “Small” actions 
within mainstream 



� Joining “bigger” 
actions through 
pro-active 
activism  



� Bringing the 
‘other’ onto 
the scene  



� The principal contention of this thesis is 
that new social movements, based on 
integrated visions of sustainability, provide 
platforms for bringing about 
transformative learning.  



GRACIAS!!! 


